Parish of Holy Cross

AWARENESS AND SAFETY.

Awareness and Safety in our Catholic Communities

The National Office for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults is an agency of the
Bishops’

Conference of Scotland. It's remit is to ensure good practice with regard to the protection of
children

and vulnerable adults.

The Policy Statement agreed by the Bishops’ Conference reads:

The Catholic Church in Scotland promotes the safety and well being of each individual and
seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity
with the Church and its organizations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the
responsibility of all of us,

ordained, professed, paid and voluntary members to work together to prevent the physical,
sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young people and vulnerable adults.

The Notice Board carries this statement as well as the phone numbers for the Archdiocese
and the Parish as well as the name of the Parish Co-ordinator, Mary Clare Walsh. For their
own safety and that of the children and adults they work with, all volunteers are expected to
go through a process of providing references and a Scottish Criminal Records Disclosure.
On-going training is also offered. Any organizations which involve children or vulnerable
adults and use a parish hall are expected to give proof that they have appropriate
procedures in place.

‘Awareness and Safety in the Parish of Holy Cross.

The Catholic Church’s safeguarding programme involves us all: the Parish Priest, the Parish Co-ordinator,
volunteers, the parish community.

Here in the Parish of Holy Cross we have a number of families with children of all ages and at all stages of
their faith development.

We are fortunate in having a number of Catechists who undertake the task of introducing the children to their
faith and of preparing them for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, the Eucharist and Confirmation.

We also have a number of volunteers who provide support to the children by presenting the Liturgy of the
Mass of the day through a range of appropriate planned learning activities aimed specifically at meeting the
needs of the age range of the children.

As a parish, we warmly welcome and fully appreciate the contributions made by all those who volunteer, in
whatever way and using whatever skills they may have, to enhance the spiritual and temporal life of our parish.
In law, anyone who works with children or adults at risk is obliged to undertake a Disclosure check, and in our
parish this process is carried out through the Archdiocese.

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland has a further requirement that anyone who offers their services as a
volunteer with vulnerable groups must complete an application form, self-declaration form and provide two
character references.

They are provided with a role descriptor and go through an interview procedure with the Parish Clergy and/or
the Parish Co-ordinator and, finally, all volunteers are obliged to attend presentation sessions to learn about
‘Awareness and Safety in our Catholic Communities’.

This information is presented to reassure you that all possible steps are taken to ensure that the children,
young people and adults at risk in our parish are as safe as they can be when they are in our care.

To anyone thinking of volunteering their services in this parish community please let this information be an
encouragement and not a deterrent.

Copies of the ‘Awareness and Safety in our Catholic Communities’ Booklet are available in the Parish Library.




